me to VestNorden




ed green salad w/vegetab - — Jjus
nd salad dressmg - . Wepl | laway from the Ho
. . A and only 10 minutes
e ' from the airport

‘am r,us seafood soup w/selection of seafood $13.00

Pasta Dzshes
etable Tortellini fasta w/feta cheese, parmesan Su - Thuo 11:30 - 2200
black pepper $18.00 Bri - 'Sat 11:30-23:00

Opening hrs:

Today’s Seafood
Seafood Gratin w/selecj";mn of seafood $24.00

Meat Courses
“Mountain & Bay” broiled rack of lamb
w/lobstertails and rosemarygarlic sauce $39.00
o

LLLIIT

Hafnargata 62 « Keflavik
Wide selection of Desserts Te.: 421 1777 « Fax: 421 4999

¢ Hote Keﬂaw’k Come on in and relax in
; Iceland’s coolest Glasshous

We serve You the cheapest
draft beer in town!

Café 10no also offers
a fair selection of
meals, cakes and bread

Open every day from 11:30 to 01:00



Iceland Explorer

Well, technically T guess, the summer
and the tourist season aretover. Of course,
you'd never know that by looking around.
There are several conventions, business
meetings etc, scheduled right through the
end of the year and into 2001. There are
also still plenty of visitors around as well.
The “season” gets longer and longer
every year. That's a good thing. Folks are
discovering that Iceland is a great place to
visit, year round. The VestNorden Travel
Mart starts in just a day or so. There will
be hundreds of exhibitors and buyers
from all over the world participating,
including Iceland Explorer.

The event is not open to the public, but
travelers worldwide will benefit greatly
from the exchange of ideas and

discussions that will take
place. E
Check out the article on |
our new tour called 5
“Postcards From Heaven” both in the
magazine and on our website at
www.explorer.is I also want to thank you
for all the great comments about the last
issue we received via letter and E-Mail.
The top three were “Waterfalls” then the
cover of the magazine which was from the
folks at MATS who are the best in the
business and right behind that, the article
on the Westman Islands.

Enjoy this edition and look for a
combined edition for October-November
around October 10.

Bob Murray

IN THIS ISSUE

ICELAND IS GREEN...AND
GREENLAND IS...

TIHE LAST FISH “TAIIL” OF THIE
SEASON

POSTCARDS FROM HEAVEN

...and, as always, the usual collection of
news, flashes, commentary
often written down at night, when I
can’t sleep
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HAFNARFJORDUR
“The Town of the Elves”
It is called by the guides
Perhaps you “might” see one
All kidding aside.
They tease you, they see you, wherever you are

In the park, at the mall,
but mostly at the bar

Wonderful

0| m Hafna/ﬁordur sh 0p p g maé
I| ciycenter
WY F) ORD UR
BXD/Of ed It? - the mall by the sea 3

Once lceland’s most famous
coast guard vessel

Hbw a mast aelightfully

enjoyable restavrant

Qur restaurant serves fine
seafood that just doesn’t
get any fresher in
atmosphere of seafaring,
cozy hospitality
Relive the Cod War days
through old photos and

Live music on Fridays &
Saturdays

Restaurant Ship Thor
Tel.556 6171 ¢ Fax: 555 6172
thor@allineed.is

4 [shestar
5 Thor Restaurant
6. Tourist Center

1 Fjorour Mall
2 Fj6rukrain
3 Hani Il

Discover a new friend -

The Icelandic horse
- @ truly unigue axnerlencel

We are proud to

invite you to our

brand new, 9!
Riding Center

in “ahgrﬂnrdm': |

R Ishestar Riding Tours
~ from all major |
" potels in Reykjavik. | The leaders for more than 18 years!

Sorlaskeid 26, 1S-220 Hafnarfjoréur
Tel: 555 7000 - Fax: 555 7001

info@ishestar.is * www.ishestar.is

|

|

|

l

|

H

|

H

|

|
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i writings
| P
|

i
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|

Whale watching
Sea Angling
Romantic Cruises

HUNI I

Skerseyrarvegur 2 « 220 Hafnarfjorour
Tel: 565 0661 » 894 1388
Fax: 555 2758
huni@islandia.is

www.islandia.is/"huni
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, If you are the
consummate fishing
enthusiast and you've
been saying to several
friends, relatives and
acquaintances to “let’s all
gather by the river” one
more time, youd better
hurry. Many, but not all of
Iceland’s rivers and
streams closed officially
on September Ist for the
season. There are still
plenty of areas where you
can have the time of your
life during the month, but
they will thin rapidly as
the month progresses. The
first thing you can
“catch” is that license fees
are now lower than at any
time of the season. There
is still some lake fishing
as well. So, you might just
want to know, “what's the
catch”? Well, here we
mean what might show up
on the other end of the
line.

Iceland’s lakes produce

an interesting assortment
of brown trout, char and
arctic char and do so right through September. There is Lake
bingvallavatn right near Pingvellir of course and closer fo
Reykjavik there is lake Kleifarvatn. Lake Kleifarvatn is interesting
on a number of accounts.
First, the area is both barren and beautiful. Second and third, it is
surrounded by picturesque rock formations, cliff and hills that look
like mountains and at times what seems like 40 miles of bad road
getting there. They were working on smoothing it awhile back and
who knows, they might just pave portions, perhaps the whole thing
in the months to come. Fourth, Kleifarvatn is one of the deepest
lakes in Iceland, over 97 meters or a little more than 315 feet deep
in some places. From a lake that deep, would naturally come a
story from the depths.

According to legends,
Lake Kleifarvatn is
inhabited by a monster;
aren’t they all? Now, this
creature has features that
are rumored to be the size of
a whale with a body that
looks like a snake.

I don't know, [ ve never
seen it, I don t really want
to, but there arc a few who
| claim they have.
. | Unfortunately, the folks that
il claim fo have seen, what
shall we call it, “Kleifi”,
(that’s a nice name) had left
the camera at home on that
day but just happened to
have an ample supply of
1 och Ness scotch with them
at the time. Isn't that just
about always how it is?

Deat Fedl

BOB MURRAY

The deep- sea fishing
season never really ends.
Somehow, well for most
of us, it can be a lot of fun [§
to go out and actually
catch dinner. As fall
progresses forward the
temperature  has a
tendency to progress
downward and the wind
speed upward. When that
happens, sailing on the
high seas, can mean really
high seas, away from the
protection of the land or
the coast. The solution of
course is a bigger boat.
They are fewer in number
the larger they get.

Where there is a will
however, there is a way
and Iceland has it all
when it comes to the sport of fishing. There will be a lot of great
days through the fall and the winter when you Il be able to head out
to sea. The biggest problem will be finding a boat to take you there.

Enter the privately owned lakes, stocked and at the ready year-
round. Now, every once in awhile, for short periods, it does
occasionally get cold in Iceland. Not brutally cold mind you, but
cold enough for protected lakes to freeze. When, perhaps I should
say, if that happens, the fishing can still be quite good. Just drill a
hole through the ice and press on. You don't have to bring a drill,
the caretakers will do that for you. It’s on these private lakes, like
Reynisvatn just outside of Reykjavik, where singles or families can
have equal amounts of fun.

Here the family can by a license and everyone gets to fish until
youve caught five to take
home.

The other lake is a place

called Seltjorn, on the

Grindavik road, not far

from the Blue Lagoon. At

this lake, you purchase a

“day pass” and you can
- take up to five fish. What

kind of fish? I almost

forgot. Both lakes here
are stocked with rainbow
trout, need I say more.

So that will do it for the
fish tails and the fish tales
for the season. No matter
what your pleasure be it
fishing. any other sport
you can think of,
sightseeing or shopping,

well), you can find it in
Iceland, most of the time,
all year- round.
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ICELAND
NEWS
AUGUST 2000

THIS JUST IN...SHAKEN NOT STIRRED:
Written on the way to the printer, this - y
story....An earthquake, measuring 3.4 on "gr g
the Richter scale, occurred Sunday evening

at 9:29 PM, just 10.5 kilometers north of
the Geyser hot spring. An aftershock of 1.9
was felt about a minute later. There had
also been a 2.8 shock on Sunday afternoon.
A total of 19 tremors were felt between
Saturday and Sunday evening. Earthquake
scientists DO NOT believe that this activity is the forerunner of
another larger earthquake. We just wanted you to know. It will be
interesting to see how Geysir and Strokkur react to this latest flurry
of activity, so close to the geothermal field.

“LEAPING LIZARDS BATMAN”:

It was a damp, clammy, chilly, foggy night. You re all alone, as you
walk slowly along Reykjavik s harbor, lost in a myriad of thoughts.
Suddenly, out of the mist, right before your eyes, you see it, a
monster from the deep. At about the same time, it sees you. What
do you do?

Some women, maybe even a few men might let out a blood-
curdling scream. The woman who actually witnessed the monster,
a three-foot iguana, simply said, “cool”, and called the police,
fearing it lost and belonging to someone. “The Monster”was
probably the same one used in the movie, 101 Reykjavik.

At least we hope so. At any rate, it has since departed the planet.

and splashed him with scalding hot water.

The accident happened at 2:00 AM in the

morning when this person was “sightseeing” with friends. The
ropes were moved back a few meters when geyser activity
significantly increased after the earthquakes in June. The roped
area is still a minimal “safe distance” and the views are still the best
in the world. For the record, when Strokkur erupts, the water is
boiling. The signs are everywhere in the geyser field and they mean
exactly what they say.

“HOT MEANS HOT”

A foreign tourist, ignoring the roped area
and the signs that are everywhere in the
Geyser hot spring area, received second and
third degree burns to 10% of his body when
the highly active geyser Strokkur erupted

WATER WATER EVERYWHERE:
The Skafta River flooded twice during
the month of August due to an ice
meltdown in both the east and the west
craters of the Skaftarjokull glacier.
This river, about 100 KM east of the
town of Vik, was the same one that created havoc on highway one,
the main road around Iceland about 18 months ago. Then, the road
was closed for a time and the bridge completely washed away. A
new, much stronger and higher bridge was built in short order and
was not affected this time except for some great photography taken
by tourists crossing the bridge over the River Skafta. A strong smell
of sulfur was noted by most who stopped. Most stops were of short
duration.

NO SALE:

The Hotel Valhéll will NOT be sold to a Monaco based millionaire
to turn into a private summerhouse, or anything else as had been
feared earlier in the month. The hotel is a part of the Pingvellir
National Park and the rules of the Pingvellir Council prohibit it’s
conversion into anything other than what it is. Additionally,

according to a law passed in 1928, Pingvellir is protected as a
sacred site of the Icelandic Nation and may never be sold or
mortgaged. If the current owner of the hotel wishes to sell the
property, he may do so but it must be sold to other Icelandic
individuals or businesses. The state may also buy it.

WHERE HAVE ALL THE FISHES GONE?

That seems to be the lament and song of some folks who have
come to Iceland this year. Many local residents who have tried to
fish the salmon rivers and streams this year, have met the same
fate. The best yields of salmon have come from the streams and
rivers in the southwest. Northern rivers and streams have had a
remarkably poor year. The problem is being thoroughly looked
into. It may require the closing of some of the streams and rivers
for a “rest” in the season to come. Stay tuna-ed.

AUGUST ACCIDENTS: .
A private plane crashed just off the
approach to the Reykjavik Airport.
Four of the five people aboard the
plane returning from the Westman
Islands holiday celebrations were
killed. The other person remains in the
hospital, on a respirator, in critical
condition. Right on the heels of this accident, a severe car crash
claimed the lives of three persons in country. As in the plane crash,
a fourth passenger in the car remains in the hospital, unconscious
and on a breathing apparatus.

On Friday, August 18th, an Israeli woman
fell 50 meters to her death at the Dettifoss,
waterfall, in northeast Iceland. Iceland’s
attractions are very natural, very beautiful
and for decades, very approachable with
appropriate caution at the waterfalls, geysers and geothermal “hot™
areas. While dozens of signs and in many cases ropes are placed in
areas that can be dangerous. The signs are there for a reason.
Common sense MUST prevail in all instances.

A very large fire destroyed the Laser Tag game room in Grensas
area of Reykjavik, and the CANTAT-3 undersea telephone cable
severed somewhere between the Westman and Faroe Islands. This
left Iceland without internet service for over four hours.

“GO” WON'T

“GO” Airlines, the low fare
budget subsidiary of British |
Airways, announced it would |
NOT be offering service to
Iceland this winter. The last of the
“GO” flights will be on
September 27th between the
UK's, Stansted Airport and |
Iceland. The service is expected *
to resume again in the spring of 2001.

The main reason cited was a lack of available aircraft. The planes
had already been committed to flying people to alternate
destinations such as many famous ski resorts. The news came, as
somewhat of a surprise. Just about every available seat to and from
Iceland all summer long was full. “Go Figure”!!

MAJOR HOLLYWOOD PICTURE

TO FILM IN ICELAND??

We keep saying that “ICELAND” is the new
“HOT SPOT” for touring and travel in the world.
Now, even Hollywood is taking notice. Paramount
Pictures of tinsel-town, at last report, was in
negotiations in the first part of August with Saga
Film of Iceland to film a substantial portion of the
predicted to be blockbuster film, “ Tomb
Rai ers The film is to star actress Angelina
Jolie! Tomb Raiders is based on the Indiana Jones
series video game about the adventures of Laura
Croft. The guys will be happy Angelina may visit
Iceland. The women all wish it would be Harrison
Ford.

Page 6

Iceland Explorer » September 2000




opportunity to welcome all of the participants, exhibitors
buyers, special guests and press to the VestNorden Trave
Mart 2000. While the main focus is specifically on tour offerings! w
in Iceland, Greenland and the Faroe Islands, your hosts for this . VestNorden Guests
event, it gives all participants a great chance to meet an For a great . ea‘l

exchange ideas from every participating country. We loo . .
forward to meeting as many of you as possible over the nex: ile maklng that spec

Iceland Explorer Magazine would like to take thi

three days, sharing and exchanging ideas. We hope you wil Tel.: 562 3 4 56

enjoy and take this special September edition | t d z ‘
oesn’'t get any
of Iceland Explorer Magazine with you to share with folks i y . ge~ b4

our home country. If you would like additional copies, of this o
ast editions, just be in touch. Our website is a
w.explorer.is

ny other information you might need is on page three o

Athe magazine. An Icelandic “Velkomin” to Austria,

Belgium, Canada, The Czech Republic, Denmark, The

aroe Islands, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain,

Greenland, Gronland, Italy, The Netherlands, Norge, Norway,

ortugal, The Shetland Islands, Sweden, Switzerland, and the
nited States.

Relaxation
and romance

Enjoy the Icelandair Hotel in Keflavik when you need a break

At the Icelandair Hotel in Keflavik you can take a break
from the pressures of the day, have a good workout in the
physical fitness center, and relax in the sauna.

sia.is

. 1861 ¢

After a refreshing sleep, a tempting breakfast buffet is
yours to enjoy.

NONNI OG MANN|

Perfect for individuals and groups who are looking for a
change and a little spice in life.

For reservations please phone: (354 ) 4215222

ICELANDAIR HOTELS

F L U G H 6 T E L

www.icehotel.is ® icehotel@icehotel.is
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Domestic
irTer

— RINGEAN =
HOPPING/MALL TRl

6/ ~ g
4 / GRS
j/ as@%r.p—‘ 3

. Islandsfllig
~ "Domestic

Gardabzeer
Hafnarfjoréur
Keflavik Airport i

DIRECTLY

from the people who make them L
THE HANDKNITTING o L T AT:

ASSOCIATION OF

WOOL COUNCIL

ICELAND ' ; - www.simnet.is/handknit

Skoélavordustigur 19 ; iy \

101 Reykjavik, Iceland :

o i ~ PLACE YOUR ORDER AT:

Fax: 354 552 1912 ) E e handknit@simnet.is

E-mail: handknit@simnet.is EE& 1 k
THE HANDKNITTING =)
||||| I.!I%EXE ' ASSOCIATION OF ICELAND R .
Skélavordustigur 19 Seet
_‘H(((O_ hiinds | 101 Reykjavik, Iceland

Page 8 Iceland Explorer « September 2000



Museum

Ferry

! Swimming pool
// Sports ground
Sports hall

7 1\ Walking
Jogging

x Bird watching
{ Indoor Parking
E Outdoor Parking

Main Shopping
Streets

ALPHABETICAL INDEX to map, showing advertiser locations and
other places of interest

Asfa (RESAUTANE ) oo vvivise oo neaimoemmmmoiminnosesnesssansensssis 1

Greenland Incoming ( See article at page 11)

GRSIO( RESTAANL) v v v o on s msomadsfad856 8 55§65 85 Qe 2
Iceland Handknitting Association (D-2) ..................oovoun. 3
Teelandair Botels: oo s cus s ooz nnusammmmssas 555 0 s 5060w s 4
ftalia (Restaurant ) (D-2) .. .. ...vonreereeeee e 2

Subway Stores (D-2, H-4, F-4),

BUONGIORNO,
REYKJAVIK

Authentic to its
roots, restaurant
ltalia brings the
genuine taste of
Italy and the
warmth of the
Mediterranean to
the heart of
Iceland'’s capital.

Beautiful upstairs

room for groups.
Group discounts.

Laugavegur 11 — Reykjavik — Tel. 552 4630

RiRRRERED

)

RRPREEREREREE

L 2 L e e

; asid

Asian
cusipe
at its best

Wonderfully flavorsome

Bic

S S )

Oriental cooking.
We serve large portions
from our A la Carte and
our “Exotic Special eight
and nine course Menu”.
Moderate prices.

The ORIENTAL RESTAURANT in REYKJAVIK
LAUGAVEGUR 10 » TEL: 562 6210
S151515151815151515151515161515151 5151515
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September  officially marks the
beginning of fall in the Northern
Hemisphere. Here in Iceland, September
24 marks the moment we pass through
exactly 12 hours of daylight and 12
hours of darkness. It seems that it gets
dark a lot quicker as we re “falling into
winter” than it does getting light as we re
“springing into summer”. In September, another thing that starts
to fall is the temperature. Everything else is
on the increase. These are things like wind,
rain, and even a flake or two. Let’s check
out the sunrise and sunset tables first as we
begin the month with 14 hours and 45
minutes of official daylight and by
September 30, we are down to 11 hours and
30 minutes.

DAY & DATE: SUNRISE: SUNSET
Thu, Sept. 71, 2000 6:30 AM 8:23 PM
Tue, Sept. 1281, 2000 6:45AM 8:05 PM
Sun, Sept. 171, 2000 7:00 AM 7:48 PM
Editors Birthday 7:06 AM 7:41 PM
Sun, Sept. 24, 2000 7:20 AM 7:23 PM
Thu, Sept. 28, 2000 7:30 AM 7:10 PM
Sat, Sept. 30, 2000 7:37 AM 7:02 PM

MWR TOURS:

SEPTEMBER 2000

NOTE: The tours listed in this section of the magazine all
depart from the Tour Office located at the NATO Base in
Keflavik and are for the personal assigned to the
installation. Most of these tours are still available
through the Tourist information Centers in Reykjavik.
The tour operator will book them directly or the front
desk of your hotel and guesthouse may book them for you
as well. Some of the tours still have daily departures.
Check with your hotel or guesthouse lobby or front desk
for complete further information.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH & 23RD

THE “GOLDEN CIRCLE” TOUR

We have described this tour often as the “must see” on any visit to
Iceland of a few days or more. In recent weeks it has gotten better
than ever because of the earthquakes that were in the distant
vicinity. It has made the geothermal fields at geyser more active or
stronger than ever. There are about five new bubbling pools and
geyser might just surprise you. If not, Strokkur has renewed vigor
and now erupts at times to over 75 feet. This tour also goes to the
beautiful “Golden Falls” the site of the ancient parliament at
Thingvellir. Stops also include, Kerith the volcanic explosion
crater, Skalholt church with the beautiful tiled mural behind the
altar and more. The final stop on the tour is at a place called EDEN
in Hveragerdi.

Page 10

Each Icelandic fall, in addition to the
temperatures that begin to fall, more
rain falls, and even measurable
SNOW can fall. I will make a BOLD
prediction. I will bet that other than
the possibly a few white snowflakes
A5~ drifting in or being driven out of the
sky due to colder temperatures at

considerably higher elevations, I really doubt that we will see
ANY measurable snow in September.

Of course, I could be wrong...

Ave. Temp. 46°F or 8°C  Yep, It's fall, ya'll
Max Temp. 64°F or 18° C  Break out the shorts, Mort
Min Temp. 23°F or —5° C Put em back, Jack
Wind Direction: Northeast That sounds cold
Ave: Wind 16 Mph An increase of ONE
Max Wind 93 Mph Don't even ask
Ave Rainfall 4.4 inches Do tell
10.0 inches It’s wet as h...eck

Max Rainfall

1 Iceland Expl

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH
PORSMORK TOUR

It will be a long day but well worth it as you will travel to this
natural” oasis” in the “interior” of Iceland. Getting there is half the
fun, as the bus must cross about 10 unabridged rivers and streams.
Suddenly, there it is, a natural green oasis, with trees and rich grass
on the hillsides sitting right between two glaciers. Its also at this
time of the year when the colors of autumn start to make their
appearance in the area.

FRIDAY — SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 — 17TH

AKUREYRI — MYVATN WEEKEND TOUR

This tour gets the drive there done on Friday, as you will arrive at
your guesthouse around midnight. After breakfast the next day,
you'll get an early start to see Godafoss, the Falls of the Gods, and
on to incredibly beautiful Lake Myvatn and the sights of the
surrounding area. This is a perfect time of the year to go where
once again the colors of autumn should be out in near force. The
tour also visits the dark castles of Dimmurborgir to the active
“sometime” lava fields of Krafla. Sunday morning is free to
sightsee or shop in the town of Akureyri or perhaps you might like
to get a “BLUE NOSE” by taking a flight across the Arctic Circle
to Grimsey Island.

OTHER MWR TOURS IN SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH
DEEP SEA FISHING

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH
THE REYKJAVIK SIGHTSEEING TOUR

FRIDAY, *ISEPTEMBER 29TH
A VIKING FEAST

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH
THE WEST ICELAND TOUR
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Green

B0 Lokkégaar

...Pretty nice actually. It all depends upon your frame of mind, the
time of year you go, where in Greenland you go, and how it was
you came to get there in the first place. I've managed two trips to
Greenland in my life. The first was in 1972 when I was “hitching a
ride” with a three-star general who was making the tour of his
outlying bases while making his way back to Colorado Springs.
During that time, I got to see Thule AB in the northwest corner of
Greenland, far, far away from Iceland, actually, far far away from
anywhere. It was mid- May. But I didn't forget that it was +19°F
when we arrived in the late afternoon. We also stopped at
Sondestrom, MUCH further south and really quite pleasant. Those
were in the formative years of a military career. Make no mistake
however; they did not have to force me to get on the plane, two
hours later, at either stop.

Last year, I got the
opportunity to go back,
not to the far northwest
part of Greenland this
time and certainly not
to a military base. This
time I took a day trip on
a commercial flight to
the small village of
Kulusuk. We saw how
the villagers lived and
worked and what they
had ‘to live and work
with. I knew that in the summertime that many of the flights on this
same tour were most often fully booked and I really wanted to
know why. Now I know. Kulusuk Greenland was truly fascinating.

Arriving on the gravel airport strip at Kulusuk and proceeding on
foot along the road to the village, at first sight I felt like I had just
crossed a portal in time and had gone back some 300 years.

We are talking a very basic, but all the necessities of life here.
There was a team of sled dogs in almost every yard, fish drying on
clothes lines, and most of the houses in dire need of at least some
repair and definitely a major coat of paint. In the center of the
village was the “store” and it carried everything. There were small
icebergs in the harbor inlet and the church on the hill right where

Iceland Explorer « September 2000

things like that are always supposed to be. What was most
impressive was how friendly and genuinely happy the people were
that lived here. Compared to us, they had only the essentials, (that
included cable by the way) but little more. Be that as it may, they
were all smiling, happy and I might add, quite healthy. They were
very glad to see us “tourists” indeed looked forward to “the plane”
or planes in the summer each day. In a sentence. a mideval fantasy
island was the best way to describe it. If you've never been, you
should really go. The “summertime” is highly recommended.

There are any number of places to go, towns both large and small

to have a great time in Greenland. But, you know what... If you've
been watching the news lately and listened to all the so-called
experts about everything, you might have seen the stories that the
North Pole had melted...or moved, nobody seems to know which.
Many say that the glacial ice is melting due to global warming, or
maybe summer. So, maybe you ought to think about going sooner
rather than later. Greenland really is a “cool” place to visit.

Greenland Incoming

Destination Management Company

The Professional _
Incentive, Conference & Special Tour
organizer in Greenland

Phone: +(299) 32 82 40,
Fax:+(299) 32 82 50
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A magnificent photographic tour of many of
Iceland’s scenic and natural wonders.
This tour is available as a

5 or 7 day adventure. The
five day tour includes a
minimum of SEVEN of
Iceland’s most beautiful
€ and majestic waterfalls.

The SEVEN day
adventure  travels north
&V and includes Europe's
= largest and most powerful
~2 waterfall, Dettifoss.

We recommend a minimum of 5 rolls of 36
exposure film for the five day tour and up to 8
rolls of film for the seven day tour.

DAY ONE:

You arrive at the Keflavik International Airport in the
early morning from the USA, or in mid-afternoon from
Europe. Our reputation for specialized, personal service
begins immediately as our representative is there to
welcome all ICELAND EXPLORERS. You'll board our
coach and taken to a refreshing “welcome  breakfast”
or a “spot of tea and cakes” and a complete briefing of
the tours upcoming activities. From there you'll check
in to your hotel or guest house for a short rest or to
freshen up and then you'll be off on a tour of Reykjavik,
Hafnarfjordur, (the town of the elves) and Bessastadir,
(The home of Iceland’s President). There are no
“waterfalls” this first day but there is a delicious
evening meal and a good nights rest on this your first
day in Iceland.

DAY TWO:
The buffet breakfast begins the day, after which we
head for Iceland’s interior and the site of the ancient
Icelandic parliament at Thingvellir. The Geysir fields
are next, where Strokkur will erupt for us every few
minutes. After lunch, we'll see our first waterfall of the
trip. Magnificent Gullfoss, “The Golden Falls” will be
ours to photograph from all angles. After Gullfoss, the
fun continues with a stop at the waterfall Fax1 Just
before arriving at the ‘
volcanic  explosion
crater at “Keri0”. Here,
weather permitting, we
can journey to the
bottom of the cone
itself. We drive from
there to Selfoss, where £
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we 1l check into the hotel, have a nice evening meal and
get ready for an early start the next morning.
Tomorrow's itinerary promises that we'll see a
minimum of “four” of Iceland’s most beautiful
waterfalls.

DAY THREE:
Our day begins a little earlier than usual. After
breakfast at the hotel, we board our coach and once

again travel inland to the “double waterfall”
Hjalparfoss. Then a short drive brings us to Icelands
second  highest

waterfall, Haifoss.

§ Heading back

towards the main
road we just might
sneak a peak at
Hekla, Europe's
most famous
volcano as well as
stopping by the
waterfall Tréllkonuhlaup and be told the folklore behind
the names. There are a couple of special photo stops just
before we reach beautiful Seljalandsfoss, Iceland’s
magnificent fresh water waterfall cascading over sheer
cliffs to a crystal pool below. Here you 1l get a chance to
walk a path right beh'nd the waterfall for some
; e incredible pictures.
Our last waterfall of
the day will be the
mighty Skdgafoss
along with a visit to
the Skogar Museum
nearby and a curator
you will always
remember. We then
head back to Reykjavik for an evening meal and a good
night’s rest. Tomorrow we head west.

DAY FOUR:

Today, we head” over the river and under a fjord” as our
Icelandic waterfalls adventure continues. Today, our
journey takes us, North by Northwest as we view two
more of Iceland’s unique and very beautiful waterfalls.
There are numerous photographic opportunities during
the day, both before and after we view these falls. We'll
go through beautiful Borgarnes. We'll stop at Reykholt,
the museum and former home of Snorri Sturlusson,
Iceland’s most famous Saga writer. Then, the falls,
Children’s falls or Barnafossar and the “mile long”
Lava Falls, called Hraunfossar. They will captivate your
immagination not to mention your complete
attention. The journey back to Reykjavik through a
mountain pass and around Whale Bay has several stops
planned. One of those stops might just be for more film.
See, !! we told you so.
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DAY FIVE:

The short version of this tour concludes today, with the
morning free for shopping, a bless lunch and then a dip
in Iceland’s Blue Lagoon before heading for Keflavik
International Airport and your flight from Iceland.
Those on the longer trip, will continue north to
Iceland’s northern capital, Akureyri, snuggly nestled in
it’s horseshoe fjord. From Akureyri we continue on to
Godafoss, the “Falls of the God's” and then to Lake
Myvatn, the black lava castles of Dimmuborgir and the
often active Krafla lava fields. Dinner and overnight
will be at an area hotel or guesthouse.

DAY SIX:

Today begins where day five left off. It takes two full
days, and rolls of film to see all the north’s major
photographic wonders. Each tour will vary slightly with
weather and available daylight playing the dominant
role. Today, Asbyrgi National park, Husavik and many
other places of interest are on the schedule. The crown
of the day will be a visit to Europe’s most powerful
waterfall, Dettifoss. From there we begin our journey
back to Reykjavik. Today will be quite a long day and a
good meal and restful night in the capital city will be
most welcomed.

DAY SEVEN:
Today leaves the morning free for some shopping after
breakfast: Following that we'll head for a look, and a
swim at one of Iceland’s most talked about attractions,
the magnificent natural hot pools of the Blue Lagoon.
From there, we'll journey to the airport for our final
good-byes with what has been a most incredible
journey we like to call
“Postcards from Heaven”.
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ICELANDIC RESEARCH TEAM
FINDS CANCER GENE:

A team of Icelanders and other foreign
scientists believe they have found a new
gene that could be linked to breast cancer
in women. The gene is yet to be isolated as
this process continues.

The Icelandic team consisted of Résa Bjork Barkadottir, Adalgeir
Arason and Valgardur Egilsson. They are members of the
University of Iceland’s Institute of Pathology. The clinical side of
the project was led by Oskar Thér Jéhannsson.

MOBILE MANIA:

With a total of 278,717 listed as the total
population in Iceland as of December Ist
1999, another interesting statistic has been
introduced into the equation as of June Ist,
2000. That was the number of residents and
Icelanders owning and talking on mobile
phones. As with anything here in Iceland,
when an idea catches on, it REALLY catches
on. Here are the numbers. Population, 278,717:

Mobile Phones, 197,000 and rising: This means that nearly 71% of
the entire population has at least one mobile phone. It has recently
become fashionable to own two of them, one from each company.
Finland was number one in mobile phone use. I really don't think
they are any longer. Chalk up one more number one per capita for
Iceland.

KEIKO LIKES HIS PLACE,
WANTS TO RENEW THE LEASE:

It appears that Keiko, the worlds most famous whale, is taking a
phrase right out of the

Wizard of OZ, “there’s no place like home” very seriously. As of
late, his trainers and mentors at Ocean Futures have been taking
him on excursions out to sea. There, he has “hooked up” with other
pods of Orea, killer whales and they all seem to get along famously.
The problem comes when he gets tired of all the fun and frolic.
Instead of joining up with any of the pods, and heading off to
wherever, he just swims back to the boat in the distance and
essentially indicates that he is ready to go back to his home. Well,
he does have a pretty nice place in a protected harbor and he’s not
paying any rent. Smart whale !!

SPEAKING OF WHALES:
On the checkout scene again, I got to take another whale watch
during the month, this
time with the Elding
g Company in Sangerdi.
They are located out on
» the end of the Reykjanes
Peninsula, about
seven kilometers from
the International Airport. We saw ONE Minke whale, and he (or
she) was totally disinterested in our being there. But_all was not
lost. Just a few moments later a dolphin appeared, then there were
two, then ten, then fifty, perhaps as many as a hundred. They were
everywhere around the boat. The leaped out of the water playfully,
swam and surfaced together in perfect harmony. What a sight and
what beautiful creatures they are. Whale, even better, dolphin
watching is HIGHLY recommended.
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from Keflavik harbour with Andrea

_Hotel from all accommodation in Reykjavik

a
)’f& . h
M1 Toumst seavice §
Tel: 421 7777
www.arctic.is/itn/whale [MES{ERCIEESEED

Fax: +354 421 3361
E-mail: hring@ismennt.is

Al B KEFILAVIK
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1 It’s the newest part of Iceland
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> P Born just a “few” million years ago
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s Grofin Elarbor nown originally for fishing
hata, i Now for the art of making shows
< et . . il
E‘A_‘S“ﬁ?itz;xr Gl6din Restaurant 1 It’s talented singers and musicians
i .
NorRAordR ala D H;L?zlg?‘gﬁg’ﬁe § Among Iceland’s brightest and the best
o 2iTa Rain ( restaurant ) 4 z . :
4 3 Subway . There’s the saga’s and whale wqtchmg
e L To experience and not to miss
) : . .
/%\‘\aw H A stop in Keflavik, Iceland
) .
® Should definately be on your list
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e We have
RO The View!

We are celebrating our 11th
anniversary this month

Along with a truly spectacular
ocean view, we are offering
a three course Anniversary
Dinner Special, Mondays

and Tuesdays thru September

ala carte

meni

‘-
Opening hours S

- Mon-Fri 1l am- 2 pm m

6pm-10pm
Weekends 6pm-10pm o e rovon e aaeor

For Reservations, call 421-4601
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ELDING WHALE WATCHING
AND PLEASURE CRUISES

S
——

—

vhere you“ feel at home

estaurant

\/itinn

® Cooked meals Vitinn (Lightl’louse) restaurant
i Snac[(s is located at San(lgercli Larl:our.
o Sanclwiclles Economy menu selection p[us

o Cal(es mea[ o[ tl\e clay.

(] Coﬁee & Luﬁet A warm and {rienJ[y setting

o Bar decorated with artifacts from

times gone lay.

Opening hrs. Wee[(c!ays 9.00 - 21:00 - Weekends 9.00 - 03:00

\/itatorgi - Hafnargétu 4 - 245 Sanclgercli
Phone. 423 [758

e—mail: vvitinn@islanc‘ia.is - www.is[an(lia.is/vvitinn

Whale watching May 1-October 1.
Minimum 5 participants.

Departures seven days a week at 10:30.
Marine research centre available at 10:00
Cruise duration: 2,5 - 3 hours.

Coach pickup service from hotels in
Reykjavik at 8:15 - 9:15 daily.

Whale watching trips must be booked in
advance. Other trips are available by
arrangement for groups, such as sea
angling,bird waching and sunset cruises.

Booking tel. +354 692 4210

Elding Whale Watching and
Pleasure Cruises

Tel. +354 692 4210

Fax +354 554 7420
elding@islandia.is
www.islandia.is/elding

ZLDING

Iceland Explorer » September 2000

Page 15




" THE “HOT’ NEW VACATION DESTINATION

GUARANTEED DEPARTURES
SPECIALIZED PERSONAL TOUR PLANNING

SIGHTSEEING, GOLF, FISHING, HONEYMOONS
HOTELS & GUESTHOUSE PLANNING, RENTAL CARS

TOUR ICELAND

| RO FUN FOR YOU, FUN FOR COUPLES, FUN FOR THE FAMILY,

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT \E FUN FOR ALL, GROUPS LARGE OR SMALL

www.explorer.is

Can 7\/‘</-z PL\n A Fascinating Ti’ip To Teeland For you

BENCES o CONUENTIONS o ®* GRoyp TUU[;
§

CONFE

0L FIRST CLASS INNEW \NRRRY

SEAT BELTS IN ALL SEATS ON ALL COACHES

@ wapsiann. 5650008

65-8080 » Worldwide: + 354 56;5' ;
www.hopbilar.is




